Ul The VOTER

The Bulletin of the LWV of Lawrence-Douglas County Volume 53, No. 7

The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

President: Carrie Lindsey  766-8561; carrieblindsey@yahoo.com
Membership Avrla Jones 838-4206; arlajones@sunflower.com
Voter Editor Caleb Morse 842-7927; cmorse@ku.edu
Websites: Local League  http://community.lawrence.com/LeagueWomenVoters/
State League http://www.lwvk.org; lwvks@aol.com
National League http://www.lwv.org
League Calendar
Apr7 . Fluker Award Committee Meeting. 2145 New Hampshire St (home of Sara Taliaferro).
! 1:30 pm .
Fri (See notice on page 2.)
Apr 12 ) LWV L-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St. LWV L-
7-8:30 pm
Wed DC members are welcome to attend!
Apr 15 . LWV L-DC Annual Meeting. Pachamama's restaurant. 800 New Hampshire St. (See
2-4:00 pm
Sat announcement below.)
Apr 15 . Land Use Committee Meeting. Lawrence Community Mercantile meeting room, 901
7:00 pm
Sat lowa St.
Aor 20 April Brown Bag Lunch featuring speaker Becky Fast, from Congressman Dennis
Tﬁurs 12-1:00 pm | Moore’s office. Lawrence Public Library Auditorium, 707 Vermont St. (See
announcement on page 3.)
Apr29 8530 am-— LWVK State Council Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.
Sat 4:00 pm

Come to the LWV L-DC Annual Meeting!
Saturday, April 15, 2-4:00 pm, Pachamama's restaurant, 800 New Hampshire St.

Come for the business meeting, stay for the fancy desserts and beverages.

You know that both will be good!

The business meeting will include discussion of, and decisions about, proposed revisions to LWV L-DC
positions and proposed studies for the next two years, and election of officers. Following the business
meeting, Lawrence Journal-World reporter Chad Lawhorn will bring his experiences as a city beat
reporter to life for us with a talk about the media and local government. The cost is $12 per person.
Please make your reservations by April 11 with Sara Taliaferro (842—-4051; sara@happybeetle.com).

About our speaker: Chad Lawhorn is a staff reporter at the Lawrence Journal-World, covering City
Hall and Lawrence neighborhoods. Lawhorn has been reporting on Lawrence and Douglas County
government since 1991, when he served as a reporter and later as the owner and publisher of the
Lawrence Business Ledger and the Baldwin City Ledger. Lawhorn has been with the Journal-World
since 2001. A native of Kansas, Lawhorn grew up in the small Osage County town of Melvern and
came to Lawrence to attend Kansas University, where he received a degree in journalism. He’s happily
married (the last time he heard) and has two young children.
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A Note from President Carrie Lindsey

This year has been very rewarding for me. The League accomplished many things of which a full report
will be given at Annual Meeting, April 15th, at Pachamama’s.

It is nearly impossible for any organization to achieve its mission without the support of a good
board. The LWV L-DC has an excellent board and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them
all. Each one of them continues to make exceptional contributions to the community and to the League.
Caleb Morse and Sharon Brown put out one of the best newsletters in the state. Our fund raising efforts
are the mastermind of Paula Schumacher. She is creative and tireless and | hope you all continue to
support these efforts to the fullest. Arla Jones, our Membership Chair, has done not only these duties but
has also made it possible for us to meet in the Lawrence High School Library and to use this facility for
the upcoming State Council. Marjorie Cole has performed above and beyond as Secretary. Her minutes
often replace the overused parts of my brain that refuse me recall. Kay Hale came to the first board
meeting with a brilliant idea and it will be in our future, a great League event! Donna Swall provided
historical perspective and much support. Aline Hoey coordinated and made possible all of the Brown
Bag Lunch events. Melinda Henderson continues to maintain our database. Thank you all very much!
There have been some who have not been able to attend as much as they would like, due to other
community or employment obligations. But | want you to know that | missed nearly an entire year of
Board Meetings and have still been privileged to serve as its leader. Come back when you can.

There are several individuals who are not on the Board but have made my year as president much
easier. Milton Scott is Chairing the State Council Committee. Gayle Sigurdson, a new member this year,
is also on the State Council Committee and provides endless support to my family (mostly daughter and
dog!) making it possible for me to attend evening and weekend events. Sara Taliaferro is responsible for
the Helen Fluker Award and Banquet. She did a great job. David Burress continues to maintain our
listserv. Thanks to Marci Fransisco, Mary Davidson and Jinny Ashlock for answering my endless
questions. There is not room enough in my message to thank individually the many others who make the
activities of the League possible. Your effort and participation are appreciated.

Finally, special thanks go to Treasurer Rusty Thomas. She has answered all my questions, put up
with my demands and requests for changes. Her service to this organization is above and beyond the call
of duty. She is devoted to the League and kept us all on track for the financial good of the organization.
Rusty is also an active member of the Kiwanis International and a candidate to be a Kiwanis Trustee
during the 2006 Kiwanis International Convention, to be held in Montreal in June. We wish her the best
of luck and a landslide victory!

Helen Fluker Award Committee to meet

The Helen Fluker Award Committee will have a review meeting on Friday, April 7 at 1:30 pm at 2145
New Hampshire Street (home of Sara Taliaferro). Bob Fluker will join us, and all past Fluker Award
Committee members are invited to participate. The history, nominating process, and selection process
will be reviewed. Past committees have made valuable suggestions and improvements to the nominating
procedure for this special award and we want to continue in this tradition of good award stewardship.
Anyone who is interested in participating, who has comments or suggestions, or who has a story to share
of the good works of Helen Fluker, please contact Sara Taliaferro (842-4051; sara@happybeetle.com).

Welcome to our new member. Please add her name to your roster!
Melissa Warren
P.O. Box 1413
Lawrence, KS 66044
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APRIL BROWN BAG LUNCH. Thursday, April 20, from 12-1:00 pm in the Lawrence Public

Library Auditorium, 707 Vermont St. Our guest speaker will be Becky Fast, Director of Constituent
Services for Dennis Moore, Representative to Congress for Kansas’ Third Congressional District, which
includes Johnson and Wyandotte counties and part of Douglas County. Becky has titled her talk Advocacy
Tools for Working with Elected Officials. She will focus on ways that groups and individuals can be more
effective in dealing with elected officials at all levels. We look forward to learning from Becky. In addition,
she will happily answer any of our questions. So if you have any questions regarding recent or pending
legislation, plan to attend.

About our speaker: Becky Fast joined Congressman Moore after his first election and
helped him set up his constituent services operation in the district. In addition to
assisting Congressman Moore, she is a regular adjunct professor at the KU School of
Social Welfare where she has taught Social Policy and Program Analysis and has
served as a practicum instructor. Previous to working for Congressman Moore she
managed research and training grants at the School of Social Welfare, University of
Kansas. She conducted program evaluations for the Kansas Department of Aging and
Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services and provided trainings for social workers and
case managers. During her time at KU, she had the opportunity to publish a training manual and a
journal article on the strengths model of case management with older adults.

Ms. Fast holds a master’s degree in social work and public administration from the University of
Kansas. She is a graduate of Leadership Lawrence class of 2002 and currently serves on the Douglas
County United Way Board of Directors and the Greater Kansas City Women’s Political Caucus.

Annual Committee and Other Reports, 2005-2006

Funds Development Committee. LWV L-DC held two fundraising activities in 2005-2006: the
traditional letter campaign and HoopsMania. The letter was sent out mid-March. Contributions are
already coming in, but data are available yet regarding its overall success.

HoopsMania, based on the NCAA men's basketball tournament, netted League $607.50 with ticket
sales at 81. This is a wonderful return on a first year effort! We look forward to using this fundraiser
again. —Paula Schumacher, Chair

Membership Committee. LWV L-DC is the second largest chapter in the state. The Johnson County
League has 171 members, but we reported 150 members to National this year, which is an increase of a
total of 32 members over last year’s official count. Topeka-Shawnee County is number three with 112
members, and Manhattan-Riley County comes in fourth with 106.

Our chapter co-sponsored a forum on immigration issues, which was initiated by the Latino
Community Coalition. The facilitator for this community organization is one of our new members this
year, Lydia Leon. | attended the forum to distribute information about the League and to register voters.

We also participated in the MAINstream Coalition’s “Take Back Kansas” event. Caleb Morse and |
staffed a table at this event, which had a standing room only crowd of over 300. Participants in this
event were asked to volunteer for all types of political activities by completing a survey of their
interests. One attendee became a member of the League and twelve others checked off on their surveys
that they would like to hear more from us. | will contact them to see if they would like to join.

I have not held a new members orientation this year, but I am working on setting one up sometime
this spring.

We are currently in the process of determining whether we have any local members who might be
eligible for their 50-year membership in the League. If you know of anyone who might be eligible,
please contact me (838-4206; ArlaJones@sunflower.com). —Arla Jones, Chair
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Land Use Committee. The Land Use Committee (LUC) met 13 times between May 2005 and March
2006. Generally the Committee meets once a month to discuss items on the agenda of the Lawrence-
Douglas County Planning Commission. The Planning Commission has so much business now that it is
regularly holding public meetings twice a month, on Monday and Wednesday of the third week. Of
course, this means that the LUC also has more business than in the past.

The Committee reviews the staff reports on the agenda items and any other information that may be
available. When the Committee disagrees with the staff’s recommendation or finds it lacking in some
respects, it directs comments to the Planning Commission. During the past year, the Committee sent 24
letters to the Planning Commission and one to the Lawrence City Commission. In addition, Committee
members made oral presentations at Commission meetings several times.

Most of the cases involve proposals for new development, in the form of subdivision plats, rezoning
applications, requests for variances, and development plans. These are usually located on the fringes of
Lawrence or in rural areas of Douglas County. The most controversial area has been on the northwest
side of Lawrence, north of Sixth St. It turns out that the City (or perhaps its consultants) did not
anticipate the rapid growth of this area and now the sewer capacity is inadequate for desired growth.
Hence some of the development proposals are on hold at this time. Another controversial area is on the
southeast side of Lawrence, south of Route K-10 and near the jail. Some people want this area to be
primarily industrial; some want it to be primarily residential.

Lately the Planning Commission has also devoted time to reviewing and revising its comprehensive
plan, Horizon 2020, and its development code, which includes zoning and subdivision regulations.
These projects are still in process. The LUC often makes comments on the revisions. Sometimes it sends
the Commission a CD with the document annotated with detailed suggestions for changes.

On last December 4, the Committee held a special meeting to report to the local membership on the
existing land use policy, which is part of the position on environmental policy. Different Committee
members described the positions on economic planning, transportation planning, rural development,
neighborhood planning, and environmental planning.

The future of planning in this community is uncertain at this time because Linda Finger, who had
been Planning Director for 12 years, resigned as of December 31. It is rumored that City officials
blamed her for the failure to anticipate growth in the northwest area and thus hold up development. In
any event, the position of Planning Director is currently vacant. Since the City Manager, Mike Wildgen,
resigned in March, it is likely to be a long time before a new Planning Director is hired. Presumably the
new City Manager will want to make the choice of who becomes Planning Director. The LUC sent the
Mayor a message requesting that it be represented on the search committee for the new Planning
Director. The Mayor sent a polite reply but made no promises.

Alan Black is Chair of the Committee, but Betty Lichtwardt does most of the work. Others who have
participated in Committee meetings include Peggy Baker, Jennifer Dropkin, Marci Francisco, Melinda
Henderson, Gwen Klingenberg, Carrie Lindsey, Caleb Morse, and Byron and Eleanor Wenger. |
apologize if | forgot someone. —Alan Black, Chair

Brown Bag Lunch Series. The series was initiated this year at the request of League members. We
have already had some great speakers this year, including State Senator Marci Francisco, librarian
lobbyist Pat Gaunce, Douglas County Clerk Jamie Shew, our own president Carrie Lindsey, and
Congressman Ryun’s outreach coordinator Eric Haar. The event has been held most months on a
Thursday at noon at the Lawrence Public Library. Attendance has ranged from 6 to approximately 20
members. For May through July, we are planning to host speakers from the field of mental health to
coincide with the state review of the mental health policy. Your input for these events would be
appreciated. Would you prefer a weekend or evening event? How about the location? Do you know of
any captivating and informative speakers? If you have any suggestions, please contact me (749-7341;
alineh86@yahoo.com). —Aline Hoey, Coordinator
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Observer Corps. During the past year, League observers have attended meetings of local governmental
agencies and kept us informed of what is happening. Peggy Baker has faithfully reported on Willow
Springs Township meetings, Carolyn Coleman has kept up with the Lawrence Memorial Hospital Board
of Trustees, and Mary Michener has followed the Lawrence Library Board. Our thanks go to these
members who have supported the goal of informed participation in local government for all of us.

If you are looking for a way to become more involved in the League, being an observer of a local
governmental agency is valuable and needed contribution you can make. You do not have to commit
yourself to attend every meeting of the agency. Your task is simply to go when you can, listen and
observe, and inform the rest of us with a brief report. Are you interested in what goes on, for example, in
Parks and Recreation, the County Commission, the Planning Commission, the Housing Authority, or in
any other local agency that serves the public? Your contribution as an observer is encouraged. To learn
more, please contact me (842-6085; nobledog@aol.com). —Marjorie Cole, Chair

2005-2006 Nominating Committee. Our efforts this year met with mixed success. We have good
candidates for treasurer and two of four vacant positions on the Board of Directors, and a full slate for
the 2006-07 Nominating Committee. Unfortunately, we do not have a candidate for President Elect.
Carrie Lindsey is willing to serve as Co-president until she departs Lawrence in August, so we will need
to find a candidate to fill out the remainder of her term. If you or any League member you know would
be interested in serving, please contact Kim Kreicker! (838-4206; kimyarla@sunflower.com).

Nominees for a two-year term as an officer or member of the Board of Directors

President: (no nominee) Board member: Elinor Tourtellot

President Elect: (no nominee) Board member: Paula Schumacher

Treasurer: Carolyn Coleman Board member, 2 seats: (no nominees)
Nominees for the 2006-2007 LWV L-DC Nominating Committee

Member: Wilma Rife (Plus two members to be appointed

Member: Rita Spradlin from the incoming board.)

Member: Donna Swall

The following officers and members of the Board of Directors will continue to serve the second year of
their terms: Vice President Arla Jones, Secretary Marjorie Cole, and board members Kathy Branson,
Kay Hale, Melinda Henderson, and Aline Hoey.

—Kim Kreicker, Chair, Marjorie Cole, Caleb Morse, and David Smith

Year-end Balance Sheet

Submitted by Rusty Thomas, Treasurer NEXT PAGE
ASSETS 31 Mar 06 Proposed Budget for 2006—
urrent Assets
Checking/Savings 2007 Leag ue Year
Central National Bank 3,092.26
Central National Bank MM 4,267.39 H
Stucky Money Market 10,996.16
Total Checking/Savings 18,355.81
Total Current Assets 18.355.81 _Budgeted values from the 2006-06 year, actual
income or expenses for each category, and
Other Assets amount above or below budgeted values are
Bulk Mail 57.91 provide_zd for comparison. Submitted by Budggt
L WVEE 2.008.33 Qommlttee members Carolyn Coleman, Carrie
Total Other Assets 2,046.24 Lindsey, and Rusty Thomas.
[TOTAL ASSETS 20,402.08|
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Proposed Budget for 2006—-2007 League Year
Is available as a separate document only
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Local Studies Proposed for Consideration at Annual Meeting

As reported in the March Voter, three local studies were proposed by LWV L-DC members: [1] Review
and update the Land Use position with a study on the City/County comprehensive plan, Horizon 2020.
[2] Carry out a new study of transportation, incorporating a more regional view of transportation into
the environmental policy position (possibly a subsidiary of 1). [3] Carry out a new study of policies on
sidewalk installation and maintenance in the city of Lawrence.

After considering the other projects we have still to complete and what appear to be diminishing
numbers of interested participants in League activities, at its February meeting the Board opted not to
recommend adoption any of these studies. However, each will be presented for consideration and
adoption by the general membership at Annual Meeting on April 15.

Proposed Changes to Statement of Position on
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AND BIKEWAYS

text with strikethrough = proposed deletions; bracketed text = proposed insertion
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION (Approved 1971)

The League of Women Voters of Lawrence-Douglas County supports public transportation for the City
of Lawrence. Local and federal governments should share responsibility for meeting local transportation
needs. The City should see that comprehenswe bus service is prowded elther as a city owned or as a
private, subsidized service. it

anel—eembmeel—seheel—en%bus—semee A reductlon |n the number of cars drlven to the Hrghéeheel [hlgh

schools] is desirable.

planned to prowde service to those persons needlng it most, whlle trylng to maximize the number of
riders.

Transportatlon needs should be an |mportant con5|derat|on in C|ty plannmg in the future. A

LWVUS News &k

March 30. One-Stop Shop For All Your Convention Information. Do you LET
have questions about LWVUS Convention? You can find the answers on the
Convention page of the LWVUS Web site
(http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=National _Meetings). There
you will find information on: how to join the Convention discussion list,
Plenary Speaker Thomas Mann, the judicial plenary panel discussion and much, much more.

“Election of Officers, Directors and Nominating Committee” Page Now Available. The “Election of
Officers, Directors and Nominating Committee” page is now available in the Convention section of the
LWVUS Web site (http://mwww.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Election_of_Officers). This section
includes the Nominated LWVUS Slate for 2006-2008, the Campaign Policies for Candidates for
LWVUS Office, the Memo to Alternate (Floor) Nominees and more details about this process.

~
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LWVK News

March 15. All local League Presidents have received the information for
Convention registration and lodging, and just this week, received a personal
invitation from Marlys Robertson to attend. Marlys is 2nd VP for LWVUS, is
responsible for Convention planning, and is our liaison to the LWVUS Board.
Each League is entitled to one voting delegate/100 members; other members are
encouraged to attend. Conventions are a wonderful source of new ideas and new
friends, and give you an opportunity to build a great network of Leaguers from around the country with
whom you can share ideas and learn of innovative ways to improve our Leagues.

N
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It is a true pleasure to inform you that Donna Lauffer, former Johnson County League President and
former State President, has been nominated by the LWVUS nominating committee to serve on the
LWVUS Board! | believe this may be the first time (or at least in a very long time) that a Kansan has
served on the LWVUS Board. This a great opportunity to show off Kansas at Convention!

The State Board met Saturday, March 11 and discussed/decided the following: Finalized agenda for
State Council and identified potential speakers for lunch, and breakout sessions. ¢« Accepted a proposed
budget that calls for no dues increase, but does provide for a small amount of money to use for a part-
time lobbyist on social services issues. « Received a report on several new updates on our state website
(www.lwvk.com) and learned that we are averaging 32 hits/day on the website. ¢ Discussed the proposal
to study a name change for LWV, but made no decision to support or oppose (see below). » Agreed that
the Endowment Fund Trustees would cash in our Zero Coupon Bonds and invest the money in a
federally insured money market account, or similar account, as approved in the Endowment Fund
Articles.

This week, the state League, the Topeka-Shawnee County League, and the Kansas Sunshine
Coalition co-hosted Sunshine Day in the Capitol. All legislators received a flyer inviting them to stop by
our table, pick up literature on the Sunshine Coalition and open government, and have a glass of orange
juice and some orange cookies. We had a great number of legislators and/or their secretaries stop by.

On the State Presidents e-mail list, there has been considerable discussion about changing the name
of the League. Much of the discussion has been premised on the fact that our name implies we aren’t
open to male members, and because our membership is declining nationally, a more “inclusive
sounding” name could be beneficial. There will be a caucus on this topic at Convention, with the end
goal to develop some sort of study on the LWV name. | hope you will discuss this among your members
and ask your Convention attendees to participate in the caucus. | would also appreciate it if you would
share your thoughts with me on this topic prior to Convention.

We had a very successful Day at the Capitol, with about 40 Leaguers and members of AAUW
attending. Lougene Marsh, Director of the Flint Hills Community Health Center, and a member of the
Emporia League, talked to us about the realities of Health Care and Health Choices. Her presentation
was excellent and she has agreed to share a condensed version via the upcoming Kansas Voter

State Council—April 29 in Lawrence—the formal invites to State Council meeting, along with
registration forms, will be in the mail and on e-mail later this week.

The Kansas League has grown this year! Comparing totals from the 2005-2006 League year with
those of the 2006-2007 League year, we have grown from 740 to 780 members—that’s a 5.4% increase.
Congratulations and thanks for your hard work in making this happen. How about another 5% next
year?

—Janis McMillan, LWVK President
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LWV L-DC March Board Meeting in Brief

March 8, Lawrence High School Library.
Present: Carrie Lindsey, president, Marjorie Cole,
Carolyn Coleman, Kay Hale, Aline Hoey, Arla
Jones, Caleb Morse, Paula Schumacher, Donna
Swall, Rusty Thomas, and visitor Melissa Warren.

Carrie reported that she had lunch with LWVK
President Janis McMillen the week before and
learned that ours is the second largest League in
the state with 150 members, up from 118 last year.
Carrie also announced that she is moving from
Lawrence to Virginia this summer.

The League is participating with the Living
Wage Alliance and LAN in putting together a
Housing Fair. $3000 has been received from the
City. The mayor is in the process of appointing an
affordable housing task force and League needs a
volunteer to serve on it.

Matt Cohen, director of the film Call It
Democracy, will be in Kansas this summer. We
hope to show the film while he’s here.

Carolyn, Arla, and Caleb met with Lawrence
High School politics teacher Fran Bartlett to

discuss presenting a forum on
different aspects of government
and other public institutions.
After discussion five topics
were chosen: voting and
elections, the judicial system, the legislative
process, political parties and special interests, and
the media. The discussions, which will include
speakers from each area, will be held the first
Thursday of each month in May-September.

Aline, Arla, and Kathy Branson will be meet
to determine a recipient of this year’s Stucky
Scholarship sometime after the March 9 deadline.

A state board meeting this weekend will
determine the speakers for State Council Meeting,
to be held in Lawrence on April 29. Cost of the
meeting will be $50 per delegate. National
Convention will be in Minneapolis from June 10—
13, with a pre-convention training session on June
9. The registration fee of $285 is due May 19.

— Marjorie Cole, Secretary

League Membership Info: Join or Renew Today!
Dues for LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $40 for a single membership and $60 for a household
membership (two members sharing one mailing address). Joining at the local level automatically makes
you a member of State and National Leagues. Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to
LWV Kansas and LWV United States. Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses. The
League year begins April 1 and ends March 31. To make sure your membership is up to date, check
the address label on the back of The Voter. The date listed above your name is the date through which

your membership dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

8
PLEASE PRINT
Date Join O Renew O
O Individual membership ($40) O Household membership ($60)
O | have enclosed a contribution of $ to help sponsor a League membership.
Name (s)
Address
City/Zip Telephone

Email address(es)
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Is it time to renew your membership?
League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.
The expiration date for your membership is
listed above your name on the mailing label
below. If you need to renew, see previous page.

League of Women Voters
P.O. Box 1072
Lawrence, KS 66044-1072

AV

Address Service Requested

Forrest Swall received the Seventh Annual
Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Government
Award at the banquet on March 28th at the
Smith Center at Brandon Woods. About 55
people attended the banquet. Here, Forrest and
Donna enjoy the award, an engraved silver
platter.
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